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It’s the classic question raised by those 
about to embark on the dubious journey of 
decorating a home: hire a decorator or fly solo? 
For those of us with questionable  talent on 
the home decorating front (no comment from 
yours truly), it’s almost a no-brainer. But for 
those who do show some promise, the decision 
is a bit trickier. Why spend the money? Will it 
cost a fortune? Won’t a decorator just impose 
her own aesthetic sense on me? 

To answer some of these questions, and 
provide you, dear reader, with a good idea of 
just what goes on in the mind of an interior 
decorator, we’ve consulted with some of the 
best talent out there. The decorators we’ve 
polled took the time out of their intensely 
busy (though no doubt rewarding) schedules 
to provide you with insight that will allow you 
a closer look into the exciting world of interior 
design

You’re welcome! 

THE 
DECORATORS:
Dassy Schwartz: Le Mode 

Décor, Lakewood, New Jersey. 

Hadassah Avraham: 
Elbat Design and Décor, 

Brooklyn, New York. 

Susan Strauss: Susan 
Strauss Design, Lakewood, 

New Jersey. 

Ruchy Klein: Rachel Klein 
Interiors, Monsey, New York. 

Interior talk with 
the professionals
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RAYLE RUBINSTEIN

37
BINAH / 22 SHEVAT 5775

WHAT ARE SOME WAYS TO MAKE 
A HOME FEEL SPECIAL YET STAY 
WITHIN A LOW BUDGET?

Ruchy: Before you begin decorating, make sure 
the rooms are clean and neat. The walls must be in good 
repair, the seating free of rips and stains, and no rubbed-out 
floors. If you can’t afford to replace the furniture think about 
adding slipcovers or throw rugs to cover up the worn-out 
spots. Once that is done, you can set about injecting some 
personality into your room. Paint an accent wall in a different 
color, or try stenciling a pattern, like a chevron, on one wall. 
Display a pretty vase or colored glass bottles on shelves. 
Hang a striking light fixture, maybe a decorative lamp shade. 
Hanging a grouping of black and white photographs in chic 
black frames is always a great way to add some character and 
warmth. Don’t be afraid to show your personality! 

Susan: Shopping at stores like HomeGoods, 
Marshalls, and Ikea can give you a wide variety of up-to-date 
trends and styles without breaking the bank. Refinishing an 
old piece of furniture is a wonderful way to transform the 

look of a room, by painting it or reupholstering it with a fresh 
new hue of beautiful fabric. A dated kitchen can be easily 
brought back to life on a budget by painting over the existing 
cabinets and replacing the hardware with something with a 
modern vibe. 

Hadassah: To make a home feel special, you 
don’t need to spend lots of money — just spend it well. I 
tell clients not to be afraid to bring in personal touches, like 
accents in a favorite color or with artwork that really speaks 
to them. Also, it is not necessary to throw out everything 
when you want an updated look. Sometimes a few new 
throw pillows, an area rug, a new paint color or new window 
treatments can transform a room magically! If you are handy 
or are willing to try something new, you can update your old 
furniture by repainting, refinishing, reupholstering or adding 
a slipcover.   

Dassy: The “homework” I do behind the scenes 
is what yields the greatest savings and affordability for my 
clients. Finding that perfect fixture, tile or art work from 
some charming yet affordable off-the-beaten-path source is 
what yields the greatest savings for my clients. 

IS IT POSSIBLE TO CREATE AN UP-
TO-DATE DÉCOR SCHEME THAT IS 
STILL TIMELESS AND CLASSIC? 

Dassy: I always tell my clients to follow the “big/
little rule.” Timeless and classic when it comes to the big 
things, while infusing the little things with great taste, 
creativity and, most importantly, the individuality of the 
client.  

Susan: Timeless homes are usually a 
conglomeration of neutral colors that exude effortless class. 
So the answer to your question is yes. Decorating a home 
with neutrals and accenting with a pop of color is the most 
efficient way to create an up-to-date yet classic décor scheme. 
That way, when the current colors and trends fade, all that 
needs to be done is change out the accents and update them 
with new ones. 

Ruchy: I generally recommend that all big purchases 
should be in neutral colors. Accent with trendy colors; this 
way you are not stuck with a shade that looks dated in a 
couple of years. This applies to your kitchen cabinets, granite 
and tiles as well. Try to keep the lines of your furniture and 
light fixtures classic, not overly ornate or very modern. If you 
absolutely love something, go ahead and buy it, but be aware 
that you will probably get tired of it after a few years.  

Hadassah: Contemporary décor does not 
necessarily mean ultra-modern lines or a monochromatic 
palette. A room can look current and be full of antiques 
or have influences from different eras. For example, you 
can update Louis XV dining chairs by giving them a light 
oak finish, or even a silver-leafed one, and upholster with 
a contemporary, unfussy fabric. Pair with a new mirrored 
sideboard, vintage brass chandelier, accents of blue-and-white 
porcelain, orchid floral arrangements, and a herringbone 
floor, and you have a chic, contemporary, yet timeless look!

37
BINAH / 22 SHEVAT 5776

WM 469 Feb 1 36-43.indd   37 1/26/2016   9:57:49 PM





CAN WORKING WITH A DECORATOR ACTUALLY SAVE MONEY FOR A 
CLIENT? 

Ruchy: Of course! She can save you from making costly mistakes. If you paint a room the wrong color, 
or order a couch in a shade that you end up hating, then you end up paying twice. Additionally, a decorator is 
usually a savvy shopper with many connections, and knows where the good buys are. 

Dassy: The painstaking research we do for our sources — and ultimately the relationships forged with 
the entire gamut of suppliers and installers — results in the ability to attain quality craftsmanship at affordable 
prices. That is all passed along to the client. 

Susan: As designers we work alongside vendors and suppliers on a daily basis. We take on the 
responsibility of vetting out which vendors are most reliable, supply quality products and are well priced. 
Recently, a client wanted a beautiful staircase, which was complicated to install due to the elements involved. I 
priced out a company I’d worked with previously that had supplied quality work. The client, however, chose to 
work with a lower-priced company I wasn’t familiar with. The stairs were installed improperly. After an immense 
amount of aggravation, the client had to rip out the staircase and go back to square one.  

Hadassah: If a client is unsure of her taste or style, or has a hard time making decisions, hiring a 
designer is money well spent. When making big changes to a room or redecorating an entire house, no one wants 
to waste time or money on a mistake.

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN A CLIENT’S TASTE IS IN OPPOSITION TO YOURS?  

Susan: When a client has opposing taste to what naturally I would be leaning toward, I will let her 
know why I recommend what I’m proposing. Generally, that conversation will put the client at ease and bring 
her on board with the proposal. However, if that explanation does not satisfy the client, I will do my best to 
incorporate her taste and veer more toward her specifications.

Hadassah: I see it as an opportunity to help create a beautiful home in a different way. I don’t 
impose my taste, but my sense of quality, and I see if I can educate them to just think a little outside of their 
comfort zone. Often clients are pleasantly surprised to see new ideas that are different than what they are used 
to.

Dassy: Clearly my role is not to infuse every project with my taste. The exhilarating challenge is 
to have the client’s taste look timeless and beautiful. With hard work and much warmth and patience, the 
outcome is usually uniquely wonderful.

Ruchy: I appreciate many different styles, so I can work with people of varying taste. I feel every look 
can be beautiful if it’s pulled together correctly. As long as the look is cohesive and the style and colors blend, 
I can make it work. If I feel that an item is a bad choice I will let my client know and suggest some options that 
are a good compromise and that we both love. I never force my choices on my clients.
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